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In its Oct. 25 edition, Barricada official newspaper of the Sandinista National Liberation Front
(FSLN) published a front-page story describing the deterioration of the national economy since
President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro took office April 25. While the contra war and the US
blockade have ended, the new president "has not fulfilled campaign promises" related to improved
living conditions. According to non-governmental sources, accumulated inflation since Jan. 1 is
5,000%. Gasoline, which sold at the equivalent of $1.50 per gallon early this year, is currently priced
at $2.35. Barricada reproduced results of an opinion poll by the Nicaraguan Studies Institute (IEN).
The survey of capital city residents was based on a sample of 115 men and 135 women, and was
conducted on Oct. 20-22. Highlights of the survey follow: * 78% of respondents said unemployment
has increased since the Chamorro government took over. * 61.2% agreed that health and education
services have deteriorated throughout Nicaragua since April 25. * 58% of the respondents said
their economic situation had deteriorated in 1990. * 51% said "concertacion" (organizing consensus
through face-to-face talks and bargaining among representatives of government, employer
groups and labor unions), commenced by the government over a month ago, was not the solution
to Nicaragua's social and economic problems. * 87.2% of respondents said they opposed the
government's proposal to dismiss 15,000 public sector employees as part its "fiscal stabilization"
plan." * 92% said they approved government financing of productive enterprises. * 86% expressed
opposition to wage freezes as a means to cope with the economic crisis. * Only 14% of respondents
mentioned the end of the contra war as a significant contribution to improving general living
conditions in Nicaragua. (Basic data from AFP, 10/25/90)
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